World Cultures: Africa


culture (cul·ture) /ˈkəlCHər/

The arts, language, beliefs, customs, institutions and other products of human work and though shared by a group of people at a particular time
Primary objectives

· Exposure to and appreciation of a variety of cultures and points of views

· Learning to think critically about facts, ideas and perspectives

· Deducing concepts from documents and artifacts

· Learning the structure of a formal expository paragraph and paper 
Content

· Ancient empires

· Cultural elements including music, food, art, values, etc.

· Current issues

· Geography

· History of the continent
· Languages
· Social, economic and governmental structures

· Traditional religions  

· Various ethnic groups of the region studied

Methods
· Activities involving historical geography

· Analyzing literature, art, artifacts, music and other cultural products in order to learn about a culture’s ideas or values

· Creating art typical of the target region

· Exposure to various languages 

· Films

· Lecture 

· Library trips
· Museum trips to study masks and sculpture 

· Sampling foods of different cultures both by eating at representative restaurants and preparing food at home to share with the class.  

· Story telling/dramatization

Assignments include:
· Independent research projects famous person and and cultural group
· Art projects (visual and musical)

· Written tests on material covered in class

· Current events report looking for the facts behind a news story as well as the perspective of the writer

· Quizzes on modern geography (both physical and political)

· Cooking regional dishes and feasting!

Instructor

· Kati Tremayne                                      


Email: Kati@hillsidesc.org
Grading

15%  Homework 

25%  Exams

20%  Participation and daily reflections

20%  Presentations, projects and papers

20%  Quizzes

